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1964 


To  th©  Chairman  and  Councillor®. 

Mr.  Chairman,  lady  and  Gentlemen® 

In  thi©  supplement  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the 

figures  which  wer«  not  available  for  my  Annual  Report  published  earlier 
in  th®  year# 

Births 

The  number  of  births  recorded  was  the  highest  for  at  least 
ten  years.  The  comparative  birth  rate?  (19.7)  was  higher  than  th® 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  (l8®4). 

Illegitimate  Birtha 

There  were  21  illegitimate  birth©  compared  with  15  for  th® 
previous  year.  We  now  have  a  situation  where  more  than  on©  in  ten 
births  are  illegitimate. 

Deaths 

There  were  203  deaths  compared  with  248  in  the  previous 
year.  The  comparative  death  rate  was  10.6  which  was  slightly  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (11*3)* 

The  death  rat®  for  infant©  under  one  year  was  extremely 
low  (5*6)  and  compared  very  favourably  with  th©  national  figure  (20.0), 

There  were  no  maternal  death®. 

Causes  of  Death 


There  were  no  death©  due  to  Tuberculosis  or  other  infectious 

diseases. 


Coronary  thrombosis  was  again  th®  commonest  cause  of  death. 
Brain  haemorrhage  and  cancer  were  other  prominent  causes. 

Conclusion 


These  figures  suggest  that  th©  health  of  the  district  compare® 


favourably  with  other  part©  of  th-a  country*  They  help  to  confix® 
jay  belief  that  the  Health  Service®  ia  general  and  the  family  doctor 
services  in  particular  are f  in  S&ndown  and  Shanklin*  above  average. 


Tours  faith fully , 

D*W„  QUANTPILL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS 


(1)  GENERAL 


Number  of  domestic  premises 

ft  e  • 

•  •  • 

ft  *  © 

»  9  « 

4,44? 

Number  of  commercial  and  other  premise®  ». 

•  •  ft 

It  573 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1*4.64) 

ft  ft  * 

ft  •  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

»  &  • 

£6?8,286 

Sum  represented  by  Id®  rat®  (l9&3/6^) 

•  •  « 

•  ft  9 

©  •  • 

&2?8o 

VITAL 

Populat ion  ( Registrar-General 5  s 

Estimate) 

ft  ft  ft 

•  e  « 

13,510 

BIRTHS 

M. 

F. 

No.  of  liv©  legitimate  births 

84 

73 

157 

No. of  live  illegitimate  births 

13 

8 

21 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population 

13.2 

Comparative  factor  (births) 

©  ft  ft 

9  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

*  •  © 

1.49 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

*90 

ft  ft  © 

ft  ft  ft 

»  •  • 

19*7 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England  and 

Wales 

ft  e  ft 

®  o  • 

l8„4  (Rrov.) 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths 

ip 

1 

*  •  © 

®  »  * 

1 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 

-•w 

- 

ft  0  ft 

•  ft  * 

Nil 

Stillbirth  Rat©  per  1,000  live 

and  stillbirth© 

ft  ft  « 

5.6 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

a  e  9 

•  ©  « 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ® 

179 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of 

total 

live 

a  { 

•  J  1  '4 

births 

©  ©  • 

ft  ft  o 

•  •  » 

ft  a  ft 

11.8 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total  No.  of  deaths 

106 

97 

a  ©  • 

o  9  « 

203 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

'4 

estimated  resident  population 

*  •  9 

•  © 

©eft 

wv  •  .< 

.  15*0 

Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

3  ©  « 

©  6  ft 

•  •  ft 

e  a  ft. 

0.71 

Comparative  Death  Rate 

«  a  « 

ft  9  ft 

ft  ft  * 

<*  «  * 

10.6 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wale© 

9  m  • 

ft  ®  © 

0  9© 

•  Oft 

11*3  CPtot.) 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion) 

ft  ft  ft 

e  «  * 

©  «  • 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths 

©so 

ft  «  9 

*  &  ft 

ft  A  ft 

Nil 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age 

1 

- 

1 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age 

- 

- 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  all  infant©  per  1 

,000  live  births 

•  •  • 

5.6 

Death  Rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

•  eft 

ft  ft  ft 

•  •  © 

ft  ft  ft 

6*4 

Death  Rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

•  •  • 

»  •  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

Nil 

/cont 


DEATHS  (coat*) 

Infant  Mortality  Rat©  (England  and  W&i©©)  . . ..  20*0  (Prov.) 


Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rat©  per  1,000  live 

births 

•  •  © 

3.6 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live 

births  *  *  •  , 

ft  6  •  •  e 

ft  ft  ft 

5»6 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  and 

stillbirths  * « «  * 

i 

•  ft  «  *  ft 

... 

11.2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

CAUSE 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Tuberculosis »  respiratory  * . «  . . *  „ . • 

see 

-  (1) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis ,  other  *  * •  • • . 

•  «  • 

-  <-) 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  •••■ 

©  •  * 

-  (-) 

(-) 

Di]piltll&ri&  «  a  «  •  •  •  see  «  9  * 

»  ©  * 

-  («) 

• 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  •  •  •  • . •  » . .  *  *  * 

©  4  • 

-  (-) 

- 

(-> 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ...  ... 

©  «  • 

-  C~) 

- 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  . . . 

ft  •  ft 

-  (-) 

- 

(-) 

Measles  ©  «• »  ©  ©  *  ©  •  *  *  *  *  •  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

-  (-) 

(-) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease® 

ft  ft  I 

-  U) 

- 

<-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  « • •  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

-  (4) 

2 

(4) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

«  «  • 

a  (?) 

- 

(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

see 

-  (.) 

9 

(2) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

ft  •  e 

-  <-) 

1 

(3) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

*  ©  © 

8  (16) 

11 

(9) 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia  * • •  ...  • . « 

o  & 

-  (-) 

«> 

(1) 

Diabetes  « ♦ •  ©  •  ©  • « «  * » «  « ©  • 

so© 

-  (2) 

(-) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

©  •  © 

22  0.6) 

21 

(24) 

Coronary  disease ,  angina  . * »  ...  « *  * 

ft  *  •* 

26  (2?) 

14 

(26) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ®.  ... 

*  *  © 

2  (I) 

3 

(2) 

Other  heart  disease  **.  ...  ... 

©  •  © 

13  (10) 

18 

(20) 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  © 

4  (6) 

4 

(5) 

Influenza  ...  * » •  •••  ...  ... 

«  #  «£• 

-  (~) 

- 

(1) 

Pn6iHnoni^  •  • «  « • «  ©  • «  « i « 

So© 

5  (8) 

(3) 

Bronchitis  *  * »  «*  ©  ©  ♦  •  *  *  •  ©  « « ♦ 

©as 

3  (5) 

2 

(4) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

©  «  s 

2  (3) 

- 

(-) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ... 

«  ©  • 

-  (3) 

- 

(1) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

©  •  • 

-  (-) 

• 

(2) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  ... 

s  ®  © 

-  <-) 

- 

(-) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

2  (2) 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ..  ... 

SOS 

-  (-) 

- 

(-) 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ... 

•  e  ® 

-  (-) 

~ 

(-> 

Other  defined  and  ill~de fined  disease®  . 

9  •  * 

8  (7) 

6 

(12) 

( 


/cont 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (cost,) 


CAUSE  MALE  FEMALE 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  -  (-)  -  (») 

All  other  accident®  ...  ....  ...  ...  2  (3)  3  (2) 

Suicide  ...  ® .  ^  ...  ...  ...  & .  ®  !(*«’)  3  ( 2 

Homicide  and  operation®  of  war  . *  ...  -  (*.)  -  (») 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  X06  (122)  9?  (126) 


N.B.  -  Figures  for  1963  are  entered  in  bracket®. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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https://archive.org/details/b30070466 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1964 
in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

In  the  past,  this  report  has  not  reached  you  until  much 
later  in  the  year.  On  this  occasion  I  am  not  awaiting  the 
provision  of  some  of  the  statistics  from  elsewhere.  These 
figures,  with  any  comments  required,  will  be  submitted  in  the 
form  of  a  supplement  to  this  report,  when  they  are  available. 

If  this  arrangement  meets  with  your  approval  it  is  hoped 
to  follow  a  similar  procedure  in  future  years. 


Measles 

There  were  280  notifications  of  measles  but  the  vast 
majority  of  cases  were  only  mildly  affected  and  there  were  no 
reports  of  serious  complications.  The  possibility  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  vaccine  to  protect  children  against  this  disease 
appears  promising. 

German  Measles 

This  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  but  it  is  known  that  a 
number  of  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  This  is  probably 
the  mildest  of  infectious  diseases  but  in  certain  circumstances 
it  can  have  disastrous  consequences.  There  are  still  far  too 
many  people  who  do  not  realise  that  if  a  woman  contracts  this 
disease  during  the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy,  the  baby 
may  suffer  from  serious  disabilities  such  as  deafness,  an 
abnormal  heart  and  serious  eye  defects.  It  is  important 
therefore,  that  women  in  early  pregnancy,  especially  those 
who  have  not  had  this  disease,  should  avoid  contact  with 
anyone  who  has  it.  If  they  are  unfortunate  enough  to  run 
the  risk  of  infection  they  should  inform  their  doctor 
immediately, 
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Tuberculosis 

There  were  only  two  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Treatment  of 
this  disease  is  now  most  effective,  but  to  benefit  fully  from  this 
it  should  be  diagnosed  in  the  early  stages.  X-ray  of  the  chest 
by  mass  radiography  is  now  available  to  everyone.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  the  mass  radiography  unit  could  not  visit  the  Island 
during  the  year  but  arrangements  were  made  for  a  visit  in 
1965  and  all  those  eligible  should  take  advantage  of  it. 

Infective  Hepatitis 

This  is  an  infectious  illness  associated  with  jaundice.  It 
is  not  notifiable  but  family  doctors  kept  me  informed  regard¬ 
ing  a  number  of  cases  that  occurred  in  the  Lake  area  during 
the  spring. 

The  majority  of  the  victims  were  children  from  a  junior 
school.  The  standard  of  hygiene  in  this  school  was  above 
average  and  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  source  of 
infection.  In  fact,  the  mode  of  spread  of  this  disease  is  not 
fully  understood.  Routine  methods  of  control  were  auto¬ 
matically  adopted  and  there  was  no  spread  to  other  parts  of 
the  Island. 


Food  Poisoning 

The  commonest  cause  of  diarrhoea  is  infection  carried  by 
food.  It  is  not  due  to  a  “chill  on  the  stomach’’  or  a  “change 
of  water”.  The  cause  is  usually  a  lack  of  elementary  hygiene 
in  e.g.  the  food  shop  or  the  kitchen. 

Bacteria  causing  food  poisoning  thrive  best  in  warm  con¬ 
ditions.  It  is  fortunate,  therefore,  that  during  the  hot  summer 
of  1964  only  one  outbreak  wras  recorded.  This  could  be  due 
to  improved  standards  of  food  hygiene  and  no  doubt  the 
recent  typhoid  epidemic  in  Aberdeen  had  made  us  all  more 
aware  of  the  importance  of  hygiene  in  relation  to  food.  It 
is  hoped  that  even  if  the  Aberdeen  outbreak  is  forgotten  we 
shall  still  continue  to  improve  standards  in  regard  to  clean 
food. 

The  prevention  of  food  poisoning  is  one  of  the  major  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Health  Department  and  it  is  a  task  that  we  shall 
continue  to  tackle  with  the  utmost  vigour.  More  co-operation 
from  the  public  is,  however,  necessary  and  people  should 
refuse  to  tolerate  unhygienic  practices  in  shops,  restaurants, 
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cafes,  hotels  and  boarding  houses.  In  this  area  there  are,  of 
course,  a  number  of  establishments  with  very  high  standards 
of  hygiene  and  the  public  should  give  such  concerns  every 
encouragement  by  patronising  them. 


Winter  Vomiting 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  were  many  cases 
of  what  is  known  as  Winter  Vomiting.  This  is  an  infectious 
condition  said  to  be  caused  by  a  virus  and  is  characterised  by 
severe  vomiting.  There  is  usually  complete  recovery  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  method  of  transmission  has  not  been 
discovered  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  associated  with  infected 
food.  It  is  probably  spread  in  the  same  way  as  measles  or 
the  common  cold,  i.e.  by  droplet  infection. 


Fouling  of  Promenades,  Pavements  and  Beaches 

There  was  one  complaint  during  the  year  regarding  foul¬ 
ing  of  a  beach  by  human  excreta.  This  is  a  problem  of  many 
seaside  resorts  but  rarely  occurs  here  and  in  this  instance  was 
due  to  carelessness  by  the  crew  of  a  passing  ship,  combined 
with  unusual  conditions  of  wind  and  tide. 

As  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  a  seaside  resort  it  is 
amazing  to  see  how  indignant  people  become  over  the  slightest 
visible  beach  contamination  of  human  origin,  yet  the  majority 
will  tolerate  the  constant  and  regular  contamination  of  beaches, 
promenades  and  footpaths  by  dogs.  We  are  indeed  a  nation 
of  dog  lovers. 


Kiss  of  Life 

In  a  seaside  resort  one  is  specially  concerned  with  the 
problem  of  drowning  accidents.  Lives  can  be  saved  by  arti¬ 
ficial  respiration.  Therefore,  just  before  the  holiday  season 
commenced  the  public  were  given  an  opportunity  to  learn  the 
most  effective  technique. 

An  excellent  colour  film  demonstrating  mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation  (the  kiss  of  life)  was  shown  in  Shanklin  and  in 
Sandown.  This  was  followed  by  demonstration  on  a  model 
by  officers  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  There  was 
a  good  audience  on  both  occasions  and  the  appreciation  by 
the  public  made  this  a  very  worth  while  project. 


Acknowledgement 

The  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  of  the  staff  of  the  department 
has  been  greatly  appreciated  during  my  first  full  year  in  office. 
Mr.  N.  L.  G.  Tubb  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  in 
particular  rendered  excellent  service. 

The  encouragement  and  support  I  have  received  from  the 
Health  Committee  has  greatly  helped  me  in  my  task. 


Yours  faithfully, 

D.  W.  QUANTRILL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


5 


Statistics 


(1)  GENERAL 


Meteorological  Statistics 

Sunshine 


Rainfall 


1964 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

January 

37.9 

37.9 

0.81 

0.91 

February  ... 

60.5 

64.1 

0.77 

0.82 

March 

79.2 

78.7 

4.22 

4.51 

April 

166.2 

173.8 

2.81 

3.03 

May 

201.3 

224.3 

3.03 

4.35 

June 

202.6 

217.8 

3.38 

3.02 

July 

247.4 

269.4 

0.73 

0.98 

August 

213.9 

220.2 

1.82 

1.82 

September 

233.9 

245.7 

0.98 

1.16 

October 

142.2 

146.4 

3.48 

4.11 

November  ... 

66.5 

69.8 

3.02 

3.21 

December  ... 

72.7 

75.3 

3.69 

4.32 

1724.3  hours 

1823.4  hours 

28.74  inches 

32.24  it 

(2)  VITAL 


Population  (Registrar-General’ 

s  Estimate) 

...  13,510 

Births  (unadjusted) 

M. 

F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births 

103 

84 

187 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births 

10 

4 

14 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths 

— 

1 

1 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 

— 

— 

Nil 

Deaths 

Total  No.  of  deaths  (unadjusted)  ...  ...  144 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

- — 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Ophthalmia 

280 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 
Poliomyelitis  (Non- 

Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Acute  Encephalitis 

(Infective) 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

1 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 

— 

• — 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

- - 

— 

— 

Total 


297 


1 


1 


Age  at  Date  of  Notification 
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Age 

Under  1 

1  and  under  2 

2  3 

3  4 

4  , ,  5 

5  ,,  10 

10  „  15 

15  „  20 

20  „  35 

35  „  45 

45  , ,  65 

65  and  over 

Totals 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  ... 

(b)  Number  of  cases 

(c)  Number  of  deaths 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases  (Schools  return) 

Chicken  pox 
Mumps 

German  Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Impetigo 
Jaundice 
Meningitis 


2 

4 

Nil 


8 

262 

3 

1 

109 


O 

O 

12 

9 


402 


Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  Deaths 


age  periods 

PulrtK 

M 

Dnary 

F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

i 

Totals 

’ulmonary 

M  F 

1 

N  on  - 
Pulmonary 

M  1  F 

Totals 

0  and  under 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_  . 

1  ii  i  •> 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  • 

5  ii  >  > 

15 

— 

— 

— 

15  ,i  >  i 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  ,, 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  , ,  , , 

35 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  ,,  ,, 

45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  ,  >  i  > 

55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  9  y  f  > 

65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  f  f  )  y 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

2 

— 

— 

*6 

1 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

*This  total  includes  4  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1964 
Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive 
Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 
isolated 


9 

Nil 

Nil 
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Town  Hall 

Shan klin,  I.W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen 

I  submit  my  twelfth  report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work  undertaken  in  1964, 
submitted  as  a  separate  section  by  courtesy  of  Dr.  D.  W. 
Ouantrill,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Although  annual  reports  tend  to  have  a  comparatively 
small  circulation,  they  should,  in  my  opinion,  contain  con¬ 
structive  observations  as  well  as  purely  factual  matter. 

Each  year  brings  its  advances  and  changes  in  methods, 
equipment  and  attitudes.  The  public  in  general  and  the 
holiday  visitors  more  particularly,  expect  high  standards  and 
can  and  will  travel  further  afield  to  ensure  that  they  get  them. 

The  sunshine  record  and  the  natural  beauty  of  the  Island 
are  attractions  of  great  importance  but  they  alone  will  not 
stem  the  force  of  competition.  Amenities  generally  must 
continue  to  improve,  as  must  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  accommodation  and  the  standards  of  food  hygiene,  handling 
and  preparation. 

The  aim  of  all  proprietors  should  be  to  achieve  and  main¬ 
tain  a  standard  so  that  they  would  have  no  reservations  in 
welcoming  unrestricted  inspection  by  their  patrons  at  any 
time,  even  if  such  invitation  was  not  actually  given. 

To  provide  modern  labour  saving  equipment  promotes 
efficiency,  but  is  initially  expensive.  It  is  always  dangerous 
to  generalise,  but  such  modernisation  can  and  has  effected 
savings  in  staff  and  yet  given  greater  efficiency. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  additional  bedrooms  are  pro¬ 
vided  in  some  instances  to  accommodate  more  visitors  without 
corresponding  alterations  or  extensions  in  kitchens  and 
preparation  rooms  to  cope  with  the  necessary  increase  in 
catering. 

New  legislation  in  1964  affecting  the  work  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  included  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
1963.  The  Housing  Act  1964,  The  Protection  from  Eviction 
Act  1964,  The  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964,  The  Riding 
Establishments  Act  1964,  The  Young  Persons  (Employment) 
Act  1964.  Other  legislation  such  as  the  Licensing  Act  1964 
whilst  not  placing  specific  duties  on  local  authorities,  have 
indirect  effect, 
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During  the  year  Mr.  V.  L.  Lerigo  resigned  to  take  up  an 
appointment  with  Whitstable  U.D.C.  and  the  Council 
appointed  Mr.  J.  D.  Hadden  from  Ventnor  U.D.C.  to  the 
vacant  post.  Mr.  G.  F.  Bateman  was  also  appointed  as 
Technical  Assistant  to  deal  with  duties  under  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  Mr. 
Lerigo,  Mr.  Hadden,  Mr.  Bateman  and  by  Mrs.  J.  F.  Bloom¬ 
field  the  department  Clerk,  and  Mr.  Courtney  the  Rodent 
Operator. 

I  am  also  grateful  for  the  support  and  interest  of  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Com¬ 
mittee  and  of  other  members  of  the  Council  and  acknowledge 
the  co-operation  of  my  colleagues  in  other  departments. 

I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 
N.  L.  G.  TUBB 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


11 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

This  authority,  as  are  all  Island  Authorities,  are  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board,  which  is  an  ad  hoc 
authority  responsible  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of 
mains  water  supplies  throughout  the  Island. 

The  supplies  derived  from  a  number  of  sources  fall  into 
three  main  sections.  These  sections  are  interchangeable  to 
some  extent  to  cope  with  variations  in  supply  and  demand. 

Sandown  and  Lake 

The  East  Yar  River  and  Dyers  Springs  at  Newchurch 
are  the  sources  for  supplies  to  this  area.  Treatment  com¬ 
prises  pre-chlorination,  coagulation  with  alum,  settlement, 
filtration,  activated  carbon  treatment  and  post  chlorination 
at  the  Sandown  Water  Works. 

Water  from  this  water  works  also  supplies  part  of  the 
Shanklin  Ward  and  other  areas  outside  the  urban  district. 

Shanklin 

The  Greatwoods  and  Cowlease  catchment  areas  constitute 
the  main  sources  of  supply  for  this  ward  although  small  areas 
on  the  outskirts  derive  their  supplies  from  sources  at  Sandown, 
Chillerton  and  Wroxall.  Water  from  all  the  sources  is  treated. 

Luccombe  Village 

Water  from  St.  Boniface  Down  is  treated  and  pumped 
to  reservoirs  above  the  village  from  which  water  gravitates 
into  the  mains. 

General 

During  the  year  no  large  scale  works  of  alteration  and 
improvement  affecting  the  water  supplies  for  the  urban  dis¬ 
trict  have  been  undertaken.  Nevertheless  routine  replace¬ 
ment  of  old  mains  to  improve  distribution  has  continued  and 
the  total  length  of  new  mains  laid  in  connection  with  housing 
development  has  been  considerable. 

The  Water  Board  have  certified  that  water  from  the 
various  sources  is  not  liable  to  be  plumbo-solvent. 

Five  premises  in  the  district  use  well  water  for  non-domes¬ 
tic  purposes  but  also  have  a  mains  supply.  In  addition  thir¬ 
teen  premises,  comprising  two  farms,  nine  cottages  and  two 
large  houses  where  no  mains  supply  is  available  are  dependent 
upon  private  supplies, 
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The  majority  of  these  are  equipped  with  small  treatment 
installations  and  reference  is  made  later  in  this  section  of  the 
report  to  the  action  being  taken  in  relation  to  one  premises 
where  the  private  source  has  become  unsatisfactory. 

The  latest  statistics  show  that  there  are  4,288  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  district  with  a  resident  population  of  13,510. 
Both  these  figures  are  constantly  increasing  however  and 
when  quoted  in  relation  to  the  provision  and  adequacy  of 
water  supplies  make  no  reference  to  the  very  heavy  seasonal 
increase  in  population  for  whom  provision  has  to  be  made. 

Classification  of  premises  within  the  district  is:— 


Domestic  premises  ... 
Commercial  premises 
Entertainment  and  recreational 
Public  Utility 

Educational  and  cultural  ... 
Crown  Properties 
Industrial 
Miscellaneous 


4,288 

1,345 

49 

7 

12 

14 

21 

97 


Total  5,833 


During  the  year  213  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the 
Water  Board  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 

The  results  were: — 

Treated  Untreated 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  187  3 

Suspicious  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  6 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  1  7 

197  16 


Toward  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  the  practice  of 
routine  sample  of  untreated  waters  at  source  was  discon¬ 
tinued,  the  important  information  being  results  of  samples 
after  treatment. 

In  addition  to  the  above  38  samples  were  taken  by  the 
department  for  bacteriological  analysis: — 

(i)  Fifteen  samples  were  taken  from  the  kitchen  tap,  well 
and  adjoining  stream  of  an  isolated  property  where  the 
private  supply  has  become  contaminated.  Immediate 
action  was  taken  to  require  the  boiling  of  all  water  for 
domestic  purposes  and  the  Council  served  formal  notice 
under  Section  138  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
upon  the  owner  to  provide  a  mains  supply. 
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Considerable  delay  has  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  an  easement  from  British  Railways  to  lay  the 
main  through  railway  property  but  specifications  are  in 
hand  and  the  provision  of  the  main  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  early  in  1965. 

(ii)  Eleven  samples  were  taken  from  three  other  private 
supplies  as  routine  checks. 

(iii)  Three  samples  were  taken  at  specific  points  on  the 
mains  supply  on  request  of  complainants. 

(iv)  Nine  samples  were  taken  from  streams  to  ascertain  the 
degree,  and  locate  the  source  of  pollution. 

All  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Central  Laboratory  at 
Portsmouth. 

Swimming  Pools 

Only  one  of  the  five  swimming  pools  within  the  district  is 
open  for  use  by  the  general  public. 

The  four  private  pools  are  located  at  a  girls’  public  school, 
at  a  primary  school  and  at  two  hotels. 

Plans  have  been  passed  during  the  year  for  the  provision 
of  swimming  pools  at  tw’o  additional  hotels. 

The  results  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis  were  in  all  cases  satisfactory  and  in  addition  the 
amount  of  residual  chlorine  was  ascertained  by  frequent 
colorscope  checks. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

Sewers 

The  Sandown  sewage  works  receives  sewage,  by  pumping 
and  gravitation,  from  the  entire  Urban  District. 

The  effluent  is  discharged  to  sea,  after  screening  and 
sedimentation,  at  favourable  states  of  tide,  through  an 
extended  outfall. 

The  sewage  system  throughout  the  district  is  combined 
taking  both  foul  and  rain  water. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  Council  has  given 
consideration  to  ways  and  means  of  preventing  alleged  nui¬ 
sance  from  smell,  eminating  from  the  works,  particularly  at 
times  of  temperature  inversion,  which  is  aggravated  by  the 
low  lying  and  open  site  of  the  works. 

The  consultant’s  detailed  report  is  at  present  awaited 
on  the  steps  which  can  be  taken  to  obviate  further  cause  for 
complaint  but  it  is  already  obvious  that  any  worthwhile  im¬ 
provement  will  necessitate  further  steps  towards  full  treat¬ 
ment  and  will  prove  extremely  costly. 
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If  extensive  works  are  called  for,  such  as  the  installation 
of  heated  digestion  tanks  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  take 
18/24  months  before  completion  can  be  anticipated. 

Until  further  progress  is  made  in  regard  to  the  Town  Map, 
no  decision  can  be  taken  by  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  sewer¬ 
ing  of  the  Upper  Hyde  area,  although  the  provision  of  a  public 
sewer  in  this  area  is  urgently  required. 

As  is  to  be  expected  in  any  growing  town  certain  sections 
of  the  oldest  sewers  tend  in  times  of  heavy  rain  to  be  inade¬ 
quate  in  capacity  to  deal  with  the  demands  made  upon  them. 
This  results  in  localised  flooding  due  to  surcharge  in  a  number 
of  isolated  places. 

Following  complaints  during  the  year,  the  Council  decided 
upon  short  term  measures  to  be  taken  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  recurrence  of  flooding  by  localised  improvement 
of  surface  water  disposal,  by  the  redrainage  of  two  properties 
and  by  the  installation  of  reflux  anti  flood  valves  in  the 
remaining  cases. 


Drainage 

(a)  Public  Sewers  ( subject  to  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health 

Act  1936) 

There  were  two  (Section  24)  public  sewers  found  to 
require  repair  or  renewal  serving  two  and  four  properties 
respectively,  in  addition  clearance  of  stoppages  was  effected 
in  five  such  sewers  by  the  Council  at  their  expense. 

(b)  Private  Drains 

Visits  in  connection  with  investigation  of  drainage 
defects,  supervision  and  testing  of  repaired  renewed  or  altered 
drains,  numbered  691. 

This  figure  shows  a  decrease  of  approximately  100  visits 
over  1963,  due  to  a  change  of  responsibility  during  the  }^ear. 
As  from  August  the  department  ceased  to  be  responsible  for 
the  inspection  of  any  drainage  work  necessitating  submission 
of  plans  for  byelaw  approval  and  from  that  date  are  only 
responsible  for  works  of  repair  and  renewal  carried  out  on 
service  of  notice  by  this  department. 

(c)  Chine  Outfall 

During  the  year  a  weir  has  been  constructed  with  piped 
outlet  attached  to  a  groyne  to  prevent  dr}^  weather  flow  from 
a  chine  from  ponding  on  the  beach.  In  times  of  heavy  rain, 
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giving  maximum  dilution,  the  flow  tops  the  weir  without 
impeding  the  flow. 

These  works  have  proved  satisfactory  and  have  provided 
a  satisfactory  solution  to  a  potential  health  problem. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Council  provide  a  weekly  collection  service  to  all 
premises  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a  small  number 
of  outlying  properties  which  receive  a  fortnightly  collection. 

All  refuse  from  the  district  is  collected  and  disposed  of 
at  one  controlled  tip  situated  on  marsh  land  at  Sandown. 

In  a  holida}^  resort  such  as  this  the  main  problems  arise 
during  the  seasonal  months  when  the  output  of  refuse  rises 
very  steeply,  not  only  from  premises  but  also  from  litter 
receptacles  in  public  open  spaces,  cliff  walks,  car  parks, 
streets,  and  all  places  to  which  the  public  have  access. 

Augmented  collection  services  are  then  provided  for  shops 
and  premises  in  the  town  centres  and  for  the  main  hotels. 
Even  more  improved  services  are  desirable,  but  on  economic 
grounds  there  must  be  a  reasonable  relation  between  the 
vehicles  provided  and  required,  bearing  in  mind  the  consider¬ 
able  variation  in  output  between  the  winter  and  summer 
periods.  Furthermore,  refuse  collection  is  hardly  an  employ¬ 
ment  sought  after  at  any  time,  still  less  for  the  summer  months 
only,  on  a  temporary  basis. 

The  work  and  cost  of  clearing  up  litter  from  public 
places  could  be  greatly  reduced  if  the  public  would  only 
behave  in  such  places,  as  they  would  in  their  own  gardens. 
As  a  deterrent,  for  various  reasons,  the  Litter  Act  has  not 
proved  effective  as  a  solution  of  this  problem. 


Caravans,  Chalets  and  Camping  Sites 

(a)  Licensed  Caravan  Sites 

There  are  six  such  sites  in  the  district  with  an  existing 
capacity  of: — 

Sites  Vans 

4  315 

2  330 

6  645 


Sandown 

Shanklin 
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With  one  exception,  where  compliance  with  some 
provisions  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act  1960  has  been  deferred  by  mutual  agreement,  all  sites 
have  now  complied  with  the  site  licence  conditions  in  full. 
In  many  cases  the  owners  have  gone  still  further  in  providing 
additional  amenities. 

All  the  sites  have  their  own  camp  shops  selling  a  wide 
range  of  commodities,  licensed  clubs  are  provided  on  most 
sites  and  T.V.  and  recreation  rooms  on  all. 

(b)  Individual  Caravans 

Constant  attention  has  continued  to  be  given  to  problems 
arising  from  individual  second  hand  caravans  being  placed 
within  the  curtilage  of  premises. 

This  arises  mainly  because  of  the  ready  supply  of  second 
hand  caravans  available  at  low  prices,  which  have  been 
displaced  from  licensed  sites. 

It  is  held  that  whilst  caravans  used  for  purely  private 
purposes  within  the  curtilage  of  dwellinghouses  would  appear 
to  qualify  for  exemption,  the  Act  did  not  intend  to  exempt 
caravans  placed  on  business  premises  and  used  directly  or 
indirectly  for  purposes  of  gain.  Steps  are  being  taken  to 
obtain  an  official  ruling  on  this  point. 

In  one  case,  protracted  negotiations  to  obtain  a  ruling 
eventually  allowed  the  position  to  arise  whereby  removal  could 
not  be  enforced  and  issue  of  a  limited  planning  permission, 
now  ensures  the  issue  of  a  site  licence  for  the  same  period. 

(c)  Chalets 

During  the  year  the  extension  of  one  of  the  two  chalet 
sites,  both  of  which  are  situated  at  Sandown,  has  increased 
the  number  of  chalets  by  16  making  60  and  28  (88)  now 
available. 

One  site  is  comprised  of  60  separate  self-contained  two 
bedroomed  chalets  of  permanent  construction  while  on  the 
other  site  the  units  are  in  terrace  blocks  and  certain  amenities 
are  communal. 

Both  sites  are  restricted  to  use  for  human  habitation 
during  the  summer  months  only. 

(d)  T  ents 

There  are  two  sites,  both  in  the  Shanklin  Ward  which  are 
licensed  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
both  are  used  in  the  main  for  a  few  weeks  only  at  the  height 
of  the  season. 
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In  addition  to  these  sites,  a  number  of  farmers  permit 
camping  by  exempted  organisations,  e.g.  Boys’  Brigade,  Boy 
Scouts,  for  comparatively  short  periods. 

Other  organisations,  e.g.  Girl  Guides,  Youth  Organisa¬ 
tions,  etc.,  hire  church  and  other  halls  for  short  term  “camp¬ 
ing”  during  the  season. 

Rodent  Control 

A  rodent  control  service  is  provided  by  the  department 
for  all  types  of  premises,  domestic,  business  and  agricultural. 

Annual  contracts  are  available  for  business  premises  or 
charges  are  made  on  a  time  and  material  basis.  Although  a 
small  standard  charge  has  been  made  for  private  dwellings 
with  concessions  to  old  age  pensioners  and  in  special  cases,  it 
is  anticipated  that  the  Council  will  provide  a  free  service  for 
all  private  dwellinghouses  as  from  the  commencement  of  the 
financial  year. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  260  complaints  were  received, 
a  substantial  increase  over  1963  (185).  In  connection  with 
these  complaints,  and  for  routine  inspections  and  treatments, 
3,632  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  operator  and  in  addition 
66  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  visits  made: — 


Dwellinghouses 
(including  Council 
houses) 

Other  premises 
(including  business 
premises) 

Agricultural 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

541 

171 

22 

308 

96 

23 

16 

5 

1 

During  the  year  fees  amounting  to  £415  were  charged  in 
respect  of  119  contracts,  all  of  which  terminate  on  31st  March 
1965. 

In  April  a  10%  test  bating  programme  comprising  33 
manholes  were  made  in  the  public  sewers.  There  were  no 
takes  and  application  has  been  made  for  a  further  three  year 
exemption  period. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  majority  of  infesta¬ 
tions  the  attraction  to  rodents  was  provided  by  insufficient 
care  being  taken  in  regard  to  refuse  disposal,  by  compost 
heaps  and  the  feeding  of  pets  and  birds  in  excess  of  their 
needs.  In  very  few  cases  were  infestations  of  long  standing 
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or  on  premises  which  normally  attract  rodents,  e.g.  poultry 
runs,  piggeries,  garden  shed,  etc. 

Insect  Pest  Control 

The  trend,  noticed  for  the  past  few  years,  for  complaints 
regarding  the  incidence  of  flies  to  get  less  is  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  general  overall  improvement  in  environment  hygiene 
and  to  the  use  of  aerosol  fly  sprays  by  the  general  public. 

Advice  and  the  supply  of  suitable  insecticides  on  recharge 
is  available  on  request  to  deal  with  minor  infestations,  but 
the  department  do  provide  a  disinfestation  service  either  on 
contract  or  time  and  materials  basis,  where  required. 

Infestations  (excluding  vermin)  dealt  with  during  the 
year  were:— 

Infestations  of  cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  21 

Infestations  of  ants  etc.  ...  ...  ...  8 

Infestations  of  wasps  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Infestations  of  flies  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

41 

In  the  light  of  the  WHO  report  on  the  application  and 
Dispersal  of  Insecticides  and  Pesticides  and  Government 
circulars,  the  types  of  insecticides  used  has  been  restricted  to 
those  with  the  minimum  residual  effects  where  there  is  any 
known  possibility  of  them  being  harmful  to  man  or  animals. 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons 

Only  five  cases  of  infestations  of  vermin  occurred  during 
the  year,  four  of  fleas  and  one  of  bed-bugs. 

In  three  of  the  four  cases  of  fleas  the  sources  were. domestic 
pets  and  the  fourth  arose  from  an  old  birds  nest  which  had 
been  disturbed. 

As  in  the  previous  year  the  isolated  case  of  bed-bug 
infestation  occurred  in  a  staff  room  occupied  by  a  temporary 
itinerant  employee. 

Offices  and  Shops 

As  was  the  subject  of  comment  in  last  year’s  report, 
inspection  of  shops  under  the  health  and  welfare  provisions  of 
the  Shops  Act  1950  has  been  kept  to  a  minimum  bearing  in 
mind  the  work  to  be  undertaken  under  the  Offices  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 

The  Council  appointed  a  Technical  Assistant  on  a  tempor¬ 
ary  basis  to  undertake  the  work  entailed  by  this  Act  and  he 
commenced  duties  in  mid  November.  Most  of  the  work  for 
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the  initial  weeks  was  in  connection  with  registrations  and 


administration  although  a 

,  start 

was  made  on 

inspections 

before  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  at 

31st  December  the  position 

was: — 

Registrations 

Number  of 
Persons 

Received 

Inspected 

employed 

Offices 

66 

4 

289 

Retail  Shops 

200 

36 

791 

Wholesale  Shops  and 
Warehouses 

4 

26 

Catering  Establishments 

66 

1 

'594 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

— 

7 

338  41  1707 


Males  Employed  ... 

595 

Females  Employed 

1112 

1707 

It  is  already  apparent  that  notice  of  contraventions  will 
need  to  be  served  in  many  instances,  which  will  necessitate 
re-inspections  for  checking  as  well  as  re-inspections  of  a  routine 
nature  where  material  changes  have  occurred. 

As  is  to  be  expected  the  more  serious  contraventions  have 
been  found  in  offices,  in  respect  of  which  legislation  has  hither¬ 
to  been  almost  vague  and  unworkable. 

The  Council  continued  to  exercise  powers  under  the  Shops 
Act  in  respect  of  Closing  Hours  and  Sunday  trading,  dele¬ 
gated  to  them  by  the  County  Council,  which  necessitated  29 
evening  or  Sunday  visits. 

The  existing  Orders  in  regard  to  Sunday  trading,  extended 
hours  and  suspension  of  halfday  closing,  were  in  force  during 
the  seasonal  months. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

As  a  result  of  re-inspections  of  those  premises  where 
notice  had  been  served,  only  one  notice  remained  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

These  premises  also  come  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  and  will, 
therefore,  be  re-inspected  in  the  near  future. 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 

During  the  year  under  review  there  were  a  number  of 
requests  for  advice  and  assistance  particularly  during  the 
season.  The  grounds  for  complaint  were  in  almost  every 
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case  of  a  very  temporary  nature  and  did  not  constitute  a 
nuisance  in  the  statutory  sense  of  the  word. 

Only  three  official  complaints  were  made  under  the  Act 
and  two  of  these  referred  to  the  same  source.  Action  in 
respect  of  these  is  still  in  progress. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

Licences  to  keep  a  Pet  Shop  were  issued  under  the  above 
Act  in  respect  of  two  premises,  both  previous^  licensed. 

One  specialises  in  pets  of  all  kinds,  the  other  only  deals 
in  birds. 

No  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  either  premises, 
and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  at  the  time  of 
inspections. 


Talks 

During  the  year  five  talks  were  given  to  various  organisa¬ 
tions  and  three  to  senior  classes  at  local  secondary  grammar 
and  modern  schools. 

The  talks,  in  six  instances,  were  given  on  public  health 
matters  and  two  were  on  local  government  topics. 


Complaints 

The  total  of  494  complaints  received  was  40  in  excess  of 
the  1963  figure,  an  increase  of  just  under  10%  and  the  third 
successive  year  showing  a  substantial  increase.  The  main 
increases  were  in  respect  of  rodent  infestations  and  food 
hygiene. 

The  broad  classification  of  complaints  received  is  given 
below  and  does  not  include  requests  for  advice,  site  meetings, 
etc. 


1 964 — Complaints 
Sanitary  Defects  ... 

Drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  ... 
Rodent  infestations 
Insect  infestations  (all) 

Refuse  collection  and  storage 
Smoke  nuisances 

Offensive  odours,  accumulations  &  deposits 
Keeping  of  animals 
Food  soundness  \ 

Food  Hygiene  / 

W ater  supply 
Noise 

Miscellaneous 


43 

49 

260 

42 

9 

11 

28 

4 

30 

4 

3 

11 


Total  494 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1964  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown-Shanklin 
in  the  County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspect¬ 
ors). 


Number 

Number  of 

1 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

6 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

73 

18 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

79 

25 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

(4)  (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

floors  (S.6)  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

defective  ... 

4 

1 

— 

4 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

1 

— 

4 

■■ — 

There  are  no  registered  outworkers  in  the  district. 


Housing 

The  approved  Slum  Clearance  programme  having  been 
completed,  action  in  this  respect,  each  year  is  confined  to 
action  found  necessary  following  inspections  and  report. 

During  the  year  closing  orders  were  made  on  two  further 
houses  in  a  terrace  of  eight.  Plans  for  the  conversion  and 
improvement  of  the  four  houses  now  closed  have  already  been 
submitted  and  approved  and  will  be  implemented  after  the 
remaining  tenant  is  rehoused. 

Closing  orders  made  previously  in  respect  of  a  pair  of 
cottages  were  withdrawn  and  demolition  orders  made.  The 
cottages  have  been  demolished  and  the  site  is  being  redevel¬ 
oped  with  two  new  houses  now  nearing  completion. 

Almost  without  exception,  any  premises  previously  rented 
unfurnished,  are  sold  on  becoming  vacant,  leaving  the  new 
owner/occupier  to  improve,  often  with  the  aid  of  either  a 
statutory  or  discretionary  grant.  This  trend  will  undoubtedly 
continue  as  long  as  the  demand  for  small  property  exceeds  the 
supply  and  prices  continue  to  appreciate. 

The  Housing  Act  1964  made  some  alteration  to  improve¬ 
ment  Grant  procedure  and  gives  local  authorities  power  to 
declare  Improvement  Grant  areas.  The  procedure  is  pro¬ 
tracted  and  complicated  and  will  have  little  application  in 
this  district  in  view  of  the  local  housing  situation. 

The  Protection  from  Eviction  Act  1964  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  17th  December. 

The  powers  given  to  County  Courts  in  this  act  may  well 
remove  the  fear  of  speedy  eviction  from  decontrolled  tenants 
and  reduce  the  number  of  “panic”  applications  for  rehousing 
from  such  tenants. 

The  Act  would  appear  to  be  a  step  in  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion  from  that  of  the  Rent  Act  1957  which  proved  an  unwieldy 
piece  of  legislation  and  which  in  areas  as  this  did  little  to 
achieve  worthwhile  improvement  of  rented  property. 

In  1964,  10  one  bedroomed  flats  were  completed  in  Shank- 
lin  and  allocated.  A  total  of  26  applicants  were  rehoused 
involving  48  changes  of  tenancy  in  order  to  occupy  properties 
to  the  best  advantage. 

During  the  year  an  occupational  survey  necessitating 
446  visits  was  carried  out  on  all  existing  2  and  3  bedroomed 
houses  owned  by  the  Council. 

A  report  was  submitted  which  showed  that  the  demand 
for  2  and  3  bedroomed  houses  on  the  applicants’  list  can  be 


met  without  building  further  new  units  of  this  size,  if  a  policy 
of  transferring  tenants  from  underoccupied  houses  is  imple¬ 
mented.  To  do  this  it  would  of  course  be  necessary  to  provide 
1  bedroomed  units  in  excess  of  the  number  needed  to  meet 
the  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation  on  the  housing 
list. 

The  Council  have  already  approved  plans  for  further  1 
bedroom  units  and  for  a  number  of  bed-sitting  room  units, 
admirably  suitable  for  occupation  by  one  person. 

During  the  year  a  visit  was  paid  by  Council  members  and 
officials  to  Gosport  Borough  Council  to  view  the  various  types 
of  one  bedroom  accommodation  provided  by  that  authority. 

The  Council  are  also  investigating  the  possibilit}^  of 
providing  a  number  of  units  which  would  be  under  the 
supervision  of  a  resident  warden  to  accommodate  persons 
needing  such  supervision. 

Here,  as  in  many  other  areas,  the  demand  from  the 
elderly,  for  small  units  of  accommodation  continues  to  increase 
at  an  increased  rate. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  any  local  authority  to  ensure  that 
public  money  is  only  expended  in  providing  the  number  and 
type  of  units  they  are  likely  to  require  to  meet  the  genuine 
housing  need.  At  the  same  time,  particularly  on  economic 
grounds,  existing  units  must  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  in 
meeting  the  need,  having  due  regard  to  the  personal  circum¬ 
stances  of  tenants. 

Flatlets 

There  have  been  further  instances  where  houses  and 
hotels  have  been  divided  up  into  separate  furnished  units  for 
seasonal  occupation. 

In  some  cases  the  conversion  has  been  done  in  such  a  way 
as  to  provide  satisfactory  units  but  in  other  cases  the  units 
provided  have  been  ill-equipped  and  sub-standard. 

The  demand  for  such  accommodation  is  limited  and 
owners  contemplating  providing  such  accommodation  would 
be  well  advised  to  seek  advice  before  proceeding,  furthermore, 
such  conversions  are  subject  to  building  byelaw  control  and 
require  the  submission  of  plans  for  approval. 

Rent  Act  1957 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  or  for  revo¬ 
cation  of  certificates  previously  issued  were  received  during 
the  year, 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Food  Hygiene  ( General )  Regulations  1960 

During  the  year  563  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to 
food  premises,  261  of  these  being  to  hotels,  cafes  and  restau¬ 
rants  and  302  to  food  shops  and  other  food  premises. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  37  notices  were  served 
and  compliance  was  effected  in  respect  of  26  notices. 

It  is  an  indication  of  the  constant  need  for  education  in 
food  hygiene  to  find  that  knowledge  of  the  regulations  by 
proprietors  and  staff  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  1960 
Regulations  are  very  similar  to  those  which  have  been  in  force 
since  1955.  Any  contravention  is  an  offence  rendering  the 
person  responsible  liable  to  immediate  prosecution.  Further¬ 
more,  few  concerned  realise  that  there  is  no  provision  in  the 
Regulations,  requiring  service  of  notice  or  time  for  compliance, 
although  this  is  common  practice  with  this  as  with  most  local 
authorities. 

In  view  of  this,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  a  local  hotel 
company  for  contraventions  of  the  Regulations.  Thirty 
complaints  were  laid  against  the  company  and  twenty-nine 
against  a  director  of  the  company.  All  59  were  found  proven 
and  a  fine  of  £5  for  each  count  (£295)  awarded  together  with 
costs  of  /42. 


Food  Complaints 

Thirty  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  eleven 
of  which  were  in  respect  of  food  alleged  to  be  unfit  or  con¬ 
taminated.  A  brief  summary  of  the  complaints  is  as  follows. 

(1)  A  meat  pie  was  alleged  to  smell  sour.  The  smell  notice¬ 
able  was  more  spicy  than  sour  but  as  the  pie  was  found  to 
be  4  days  old  when  sold  the  retailer  was  given  a  warning. 

(2)  Beef  sausages  were  alleged  to  be  sour  and  unfit.  The 
allegation  was  justified  but  was  due  to  the  complainants’ 
negligence  in  keeping  them  wrapped  in  a  sunny  position 
in  a  caravan  for  48  hours  after  purchase. 

(3)  Sausage  rolls  served  in  a  cafe  were  found  to  be  mouldy. 
Although  the  cafe  had  had  them  for  less  than  24  hours 
they  were  found  to  have  been  produced  5  days  before 
delivery.  The  producers  were  warned. 


(4)  A  parent  alleged  that  a  tin  of  childs  food  contained  a  tin 
tack.  Enquiries  showed  the  dining  room  had  recently 
been  recarpeted  using  identical  tacks  and  the  child  had 
been  crawling  on  the  floor. 

(5)  A  pork  pie  was  found  immediately  after  purchase  to  be 
mouldy.  Investigation  showed  it  to  have  been  produced 
2  days  before  delivery  and  sold  5  days  later.  The 
retailers  were  warned  to  institute  a  proper  system  of 
stock  rotation  and  withdrawal. 

(6)  A  carton  of  cream  purchased  by  departing  visitors  was 
alleged  to  be  sour.  Enquiries  showed  it  was  opened  48 
hours  after  purchase  and  had  been  in  the  heat  of  a  closed 
car  for  36  hours  of  that  period.  Other  cream  of  the  same 
consignment  under  refrigeration  was  still  fresh  24  hours 
later. 

(7)  Complaint  was  made  of  “glass”  in  a  tin  of  salmon,  cutting 
the  consumer’s  tongue.  The  analyst  certified  the  “glass” 
to  be  crystals  of  struvite,  a  normal  mineral  content  of 
tinned  salmon. 

(8)  Meat  pies  were  alleged  to  be  the  cause  of  a  family  out¬ 
break  of  diahorrea  and  investigations  proved  this  to  be 
unlikely  especially  as  short  attacks  of  virus  diahorrea 
and  vomiting  were  prevalent  at  that  time. 

(9)  Choc  swiss  rolls  were  found  to  be  sour  and  mouldy. 
Investigations  with  the  producers  showed  these  to  have 
far  exceeded  their  shelf  life  due  to  an  isolated  instance 
of  failure  to  ensure  proper  stock  rotation.  A  warning 
was  issued. 

(10)  A  pork  pie  was  found  to  be  mouldy.  Enquiries  showed 
them  to  have  been  delivered  within  24  hours  of  pro¬ 
duction,  seven  days  before  sale.  The  retailer  was 
warned. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  where  a  retailer  or  producer 
is  found  to  be  at  fault  the  Council  issue  a  warning,  which 
is  taken  into  account  should  there  be  any  further  instances 
of  a  similar  nature. 

(11)  Because  a  previous  warning  had  been  issued,  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken  against  a  national  distributor  of 
corned  beef  in  respect  of  a  tin  with  a  sharp  piece  of 
machined  metal  embedded  in  the  meat  content. 

The  company  pleaded  guilty  and  the  court  imposed 
a  fine  of  £25  with  £12  12s.  6d.  costs. 
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In  such  cases  the  adverse  publicity  rather  than  the 
fine  has  the  real  punitive  effect. 

Every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  public  to 
complain  where  such  complaint  appears  to  be  justified,  as  it  is 
by  this  means  that  thorough  investigations  can  be  made. 
Protection  of  the  public,  education  of  the  persons  at  fault, 
which  often  includes  the  complainant,  can  then  follow. 

Legal  action  should  be  and  is  regarded,  as  a  step  to  be 
taken  only  in  extreme  cases  or  where  there  is  repeated 
contravention. 

The  attitude  of  “not  wishing  to  cause  any  trouble”  or  of 
just  throwing  food  recently  purchased  and  found  to  be  unfit 
or  contaminated,  into  the  dustbin,  helps  nobody  and  secures 
no  improvement. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  official  notifications  of  food  poisoning  were  received 
from  general  practitioners  during  the  year. 

The  department’s  attention  was  however  drawn  to  the 
incidence  of  a  sudden  outbreak  of  short-lived  diarhorrea  and 
vomiting  affecting  25  visitors  in  a  guest  house.  Samples  of 
suspect  foods  were  taken  but  yielded  no  conclusive  results. 
The  pathologist  on  the  facts  submitted  however  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  contamination  of  reheated  meat  and  gravy 
was  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

Food  Inspection 

On  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fish¬ 
eries  and  Food,  at  the  begininng  of  the  Aberdeen  Typhoid 
outbreak,  visits  were  made  to  all  likely  premises  to  examine 
stocks  of  corned  beef. 

This  necessitated  184  visits  being  undertaken  in  3  days. 
Three  small  consignments  of  corned  beef  from  the  suspected 
batches  were  found  and  were  withdrawn  and  dealt  with  in 
accordance  with  instructions. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Milne 
Committee  which  investigated  the  outbreak,  will  be  speedily 
implemented  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  any  reoccurrence  of 
a  similar  nature. 

Excluding  the  above  visits  112  other  visits  were  made  for 
food  inspection  and  disposal. 
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The  following  table  lists  the  various  foodstuffs  inspected 
and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 


h  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
ruction: — 

removed  for 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  (excluding  Ham) 

224 

Tinned  Ham  ...  ...  ... 

705 

Tinned  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Soups  etc. 

...  1,423 

Tinned  Fish 

55 

Tinned  Milk 

72 

Preserves 

63 

Bacon 

73 

Imported  Meat 

87 

Fresh  Fish 

154 

Turkey  ... 

18 

Fresh  Chicken  ... 

141 

Frozen  Foods  ... 

541 

Total  3,556  lbs. 


The  total  amount  condemned  shows  an  increase  of 
1,000  lbs.,  nearly  500  lbs.  of  which  was  on  the  quantity  of 
tinned  ham  condemned. 

Two  electrical  breakdowns  were  responsible  for  the 
amount  of  frozen  food  being  nearly  three  times  that  for  1963. 

Classification  of  Food  Premises 


The  following  table  shows  the  broad  classification  of 
food  premises  under  the  heading  of  the  main  trade  or  business. 
Bakehouses 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Butchers 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Grocers  ... 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 
Kiosks  ... 

Licensed  premises  (full  licences) 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  appl}r  to  over  700 
premises  rated  as  hotels  and  guesthouses  and  25  club  or 
canteen  premises. 

In  addition  there  are  some  300/400  houses  who  cater  for 
2-10  visitors  for  varying  periods  during  the  season. 


5 

161 

5 

15 

23 

25 

48 

108 

53 

36 

16 
8 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  Section  16 

The  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section 
are: — 

(a)  Registered  for  the  manufacture  of  saus¬ 

ages  and  preserved  foods  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Registration  for  the  manufacture,  storage 

and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  161 

186 


For  the  first  time  in  eleven  years  no  new  applications 
under  (b)  above  were  received. 

Milk 

All  milk  sampling  in  the  district  is  undertaken  by  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Dept,  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County 
Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  authority  for  this 
district. 

The  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  is  a  “specified  area”  for 
milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations. 

There  are  six  premises  registered  as  Dairies  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959  but  only  four  are 
at  present  used. 

There  are  in  addition  17  premises  in  the  area  from  which 
milk  is  sold  in  bottles  as  received. 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district.  Milk 
is  received  at  two  depots  from  a  central  pasteurisation  plant 
at  Newport.  In  addition  two  retailers  deliver  to  parts  of  the 
area  from  premises  in  a  neighbouring  district. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  three  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream.  One  produces  ice  cream  and  lollies  for  whole¬ 
sale  distribution  throughout  the  Island,  one  produces  for  sale 
only  from  premises  owned  by  the  firm  and  one  is  a  small 
retailer  producing  only  for  his  own  requirements. 

During  the  year,  following  amalgamation  of  national 
producers  an  ice  cream  storage  depot  in  the  district  was  closed 
down. 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  (11)  were 
classified: — 

Giade  I  ...  ...  1 1  \  Satisfactory 

Grade  II  . Nil  J 

Grade  III  . Nil" 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  Nil 


Unsatisfactory 
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The  conditions  found  on  inspection  at  one  ice  cream  sales 
point  necessitated  immediate  action  being  taken.  The 
proprietor  concerned  decided  to  close  the  premises  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  and  undertook  to  carry  out  all  works 
required  by  this  department  before  reopening. 


Bakehouses 

There  are  five  bakehouses  in  the  area  which  are  in  use  as 
such,  whereas  five  years  ago  there  were  nine. 

The  largest  produces  bread  only  for  distribution  through¬ 
out  the  Island,  three  others  produce  both  bread  and  cakes 
and  the  remaining  one  produces  only  meat  pies  and  fancy 
cakes. 

Two  others  produce  meat  pies  and  pastries  during  the 
season. 

As  is  to  be  expected  in  a  holiday  resort,  there  is  a  heavy 
seasonal  increase  in  the  demand  for  cut  bread  and  rolls. 
The  number  of  premises  selling  filled  sandwiches  obtained 
from  national  producers  also  appears  to  have  increased. 


Licensed  Premises 

There  are  34  licensed  premises  in  the  district  the  majority 
of  which  are  open  throughout  the  year.  In  addition  there  are 
various  clubs,  some  of  which  are  open  all  the  year  round  and 
some  open  in  the  season  only. 

In  addition  there  are  numerous  hotels  which  have 
restricted  licences  of  various  kinds.  During  the  year  under 
review  further  extensions,  alterations  and  improvements 
were  carried  out  to  various  of  the  above  premises. 


Inspection  of  the  District 


(a)  General  Sanitation  Visits 

Chalet,  Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  ...  ...  38 

Caravans — Individual  (not  on  licensed  sites)  40 
Council  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  461 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  691 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  10 

Insect  Pest  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  ...  ...  ...  8 


30 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  60 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Shops  (other  than  O.S.R.)  ...  ...  ...  24 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Site  Meetings  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

(b)  Housing 

Premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  105 
Premises  reinspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  223 

Premises  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  18 

Premises  reinspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  58 

Visits  to  premises  in  multiple  occupation  ...  8 

Housing  application  visits  ...  ...  ...  181 

(c)  Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 

Inquiries  and  visits  re  infectious  disease  ...  15 

Inquiries  and  visits  re  food  poisoning  ...  31 

(d)  Food  Hygiene 

Visits  to  Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses  ...  108 

Visits  to  Restaurants,  Cafes  &  Kiosks  ...  153 

Visits  to  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  16 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  25 

Visits  to  Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Visits  to  Milkshops  and  Dairies  ...  ...  4 

Visits  to  Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Visits  to  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Visits  to  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  31 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  43 

Visits  to  Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  50 

Visits  re  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Visits  re  Food  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  17 

Visits  for  Food  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  258 

Visits  for  Food  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  48 

(e)  Additional 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Shops  Act  (Closing  Hours)  ...  ...  ...  29 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  76 

3,442 
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Visits  by  Rodent  Operator 

re  Rodent  Control 
re  Insect  Pest  Control 
re  Disinfection 
re  Paper  Refuse  Sacks 


3,632 

63 

9 

51 

3,755 


Notices 


Act 

Informal 

Formal 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health  Acts  1 936/61 

48 

37 

3 

— 

Housing  Acts  1957/61 

- — - 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960 

37 

26 

— 

— 

Shops  Acts  1950 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Factories  Acts  1961  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Clean  Air  Act  1956  ... 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

94 

70 

3 

— . 

